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IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    

At present, the camellias have completely 

adapted to our environmental conditions and 

are widespread in northwestern Spain, being 

part of almost every public garden or private 

house and. Moreover, this plant has become 

part of our culture, traditions and history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today some camellias more than two 

centuries old are thriving in the historical 

gardens in our region (figure 1). Some of 

these plants could have been originated in 

Spain and others could have been introduced 

from other countries such as England,  

France, Belgium, Italy and Portugal. 

However, we lack information regarding the 

age and origin of most plants (Salinero & 

Vela, 2004). 

 

Although many of the old camellias planted 

in our region are thought to be Spanish, the 

International Camellia Register (Savige, 

1993), a publication comprising all available 

written information on camellia cultivars, 

with more than 30,000 entries (Macoboy, 

1998) only lists 10 Spanish cultivars 

originated before 1855 and 2 between 1952 

and 1980. From 1980 up to date lists 14 

Spanish cultivars of which all of them except 

‘Eugenia de Montijo’ (figure 2), were not 

incorporated in the register until the 21st 

century.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At present, nurseries and private growers 

have some varieties waiting to be registered. 

The inclusion of these new cultivars in the 

ICS Register in near future will bring about 

Figure 1. Figure 1. Figure 1. Figure 1. Camellia Methuselah at the historical 

garden of the Pazo de Castrelos 

 

Figure 2.Figure 2.Figure 2.Figure 2. Galician cultivar ‘Eugenia de Montijo’ 
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the possibility to commercialize well-

identified Galician cultivars. 

This work will deal with the history of the 

early Galician cultivars, the registration of 

new varieties in our region in the last years 

and the future perspectives on this matter. 

Early history of the Galician camelliasEarly history of the Galician camelliasEarly history of the Galician camelliasEarly history of the Galician camellias    

Although camellias in Galicia could have 

been introduced by Spanish or Portuguese 

navigators as early as in the 16th century 

(Salinero & González, 2006), there is not 

written evidence supporting this theory. 

However, we know that many camellias 

growing in the Galician parks and gardens 

nowadays were imported from its neighbor 

country, Portugal in the middle of the 19th 

century. 

 

At that time in the Iberian Peninsula, there 

was an increasing interest on gardening. In 

Portugal, and especially in the city of Porto, 

the camellias were at that time one of the 

most fashionable and demanded plants. This 

fact brought about the creation of an 

important number of camellia nurseries in 

that city. The most important nursery in 

Porto was the Establishment of Marques 

Loureiro, founded in Porto in 1849. This 

centre was creator of many Portuguese 

varieties, and also imported camellias from 

nurseries from European countries (Van 

Houte, Luzzatti…) chosen from old camellia 

slides found in publications dating from the 

19th century (Verschaffelt, Van Houte, etc…) 

(Loureiro, 1865).  

Marques Loureiro nursery exported 

camellias to Galicia in the middle of the 19th 

century. Some of these camellias still thrive 

in the Galician gardens. There is evidence of 

the acquisition of camellia plants in Marques 

Loureiro nursery by the Escuela Práctica de 

Agricultura de la Caeira (Agricultural School 

in Pontevedra) (figure 3). This school edited 

several plant catalogues, their Catálogo de 

los árboles, arbustos, herbáceas, plantas, 

bulbos y semillas (Catalogue of trees, shrubs, 

grasses, plants, bulbs and seeds) lists 130 

camellia varieties, 70 originated outside the 

Iberian Peninsula, 57 of Portuguese origin 

and three probably Spanish. Of the varieties 

included in the Caeira School Catalogue, 

only eight were not sold by Marques 

Loureiro at that time. Five of these were of 

foreign origin and could have been bought to 

a European nursery and two were not 

included in any of the catalogues or 

publications available at that time, thus they 

could be originated in the School in 

Pontevedra. They were ‘Lalandi’, ‘Mateni’ 

and ‘Nanaza’ and they are also listed in the 

International Camellia Register as cultivars 

originated in Spain. Unfortunately, the 

Spanish catalogue does not include a 

description of the cultivars (Barbazán et al, 

2009). Thus, in case they are still planted in 

any of the historical Galician gardens, it is 

very difficult to identify them.  

Figure 3.Figure 3.Figure 3.Figure 3. Escuela Práctica de Agricultura de la 

Caeira by Zagala (taken after 1880) 
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Other Spanish cultivars included in the ICS 

Register were listed in 1855 by the 

Establecimiento de Horticultura of Jose 

Maria Serra. These were ‘Alba Eleonora’, 

‘Clemencii Vera’, ‘Mariana Favorite’, ‘Mark, 

Parathan’, ‘Rosa (Schirlinge)’ and ‘Soloia’. All 

of them are believed to be extinct and 

without a description.  

In the 20th century we have evidence of the 

registration of two Spanish varieties. The 

cultivar ‘Doña Maria-Anna’ was included in 

the Bisschop Nursery Catalogue in 1935, a 

nursery in California, but it was originated 

in Spain and ‘Rosea Perfecta Superba’ was 

included in the Gran Jardin de la Bomba 

Catalogue, presumabily a Spanish nursery. 

In 1952, Marie Pacetti, a camellia of Spanish 

origin being 135 years old was registered in 

Jacksonville, Florida. The camellia could 

have been introduced by the Rev. John 

Freeman in Florida in one of the travels he 

made around the world (McArthur, 1952). 

A list of the cultivars originated before 1980 

and included in the ICS Register is displayed 

in Table 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name of the cultivarName of the cultivarName of the cultivarName of the cultivar    ReferencesReferencesReferencesReferences    

'Alba Eleonora' Jose Maria Serra, 1855-1856, Catalogue, p.3.  

'Celmencii Vera' Jose Maria Serra, Establecimento de Horticultura, 1855, p.4 

'Doña Maria-Anna' De Bisschop Nursery Catalogue, 1935, p.14 

‘Lalandi’ Catálogo de la Escuela de Agricultura de la Caeira, 1882 

'Marie Pacetti' American Camellia Yearbook 1952, p.246 

'Mariana Favorite'  Jose Maria Serra, Establecimiento de Horticultura, 1855, Catalogo, p.6.  

'Mark' Jose Maria Serra, Establecimiento de Horticultura Catalogue, 1855, p.7.  

'Mateni' Catálogo de la Escuela de Agricultura de la Caeira, 1882. 

'Nanaza' Catálogo de la Escuela de Agricultura de la Caeira, 1882. 

'Parathan' Jose Maria Serra Establecimiento de Horticultura 1855, Catalogue, p.7. 

'Rosa (Schirlinge)' Jose Maria Serra Establecimiento de Horticultura 1855, Catalogue, p.8.  

'Rosea Perfecta Superba' Martin y Girard, 1978-1979, Gran Jardin de la Bomba Catalogue, No.4, p.40 

Table1.Table1.Table1.Table1. List of registered Spanish camellia cultivars originated before 1980 
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CameCameCameCamellias in the ICS Register nowadaysllias in the ICS Register nowadaysllias in the ICS Register nowadaysllias in the ICS Register nowadays    

The Camellia sector in Galicia is the most 

important in the Iberian Peninsula. 

According to ASPROGA (Association of 

Ornamental Plant Producers in Galicia), 

there are 30 camellia nurseries producing 

3,000,000 plants a year. However, in most 

cases these nurseries sell camellias without 

knowing the name of the cultivar, and only 

classify plants according to their colour: red, 

white, pink, etc.  

 

 

In addition, both the Regional and the 

Provincial Tourist Board are making efforts 

to promote the plant as the Flower of Galicia 

(figure 4), thus attracting a number of 

visitors eager to get to know the gardens 

with camellias in Galicia. 

 

 

In the last years Galician nurseries have 

experienced a rapid development. However, 

most nurseries in Galicia collect cuttings 

from adult camellia plants growing in 

different places, which are subsequently 

propagated and produced in most cases 

without knowing the name of the cultivar 

collected. Nowadays the market is 

demanding plants properly identified, thus a 

number of nurseries are propagating 

identified cultivars, mostly from USA, New 

Zeland, Belgium, France…, or even 

Portuguese. However in the last years they 

are starting to identify and create Galician 

cultivars. Thus, during the 90s up to the 

present day, a number of Spanish varieties 

were registered by nurseries and private 

owners (Table 2).  

                

Figure 5.Figure 5.Figure 5.Figure 5. Camellia japonica ‘Albear’    

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.Figure 4.Figure 4.Figure 4. Promotional poster of Camellia 

Galicia edited by the Galician Tourist Board 
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Table 2.Table 2.Table 2.Table 2. List of Spanish camellia cultivars originated in the 21st century 

 

 

 

 

 

Now efforts are being made on the 

identification of the old Galician cultivars 

disseminated in the manor houses and 

Galician nurseries are eager to obtain 

attractive camellia varieties, to be 

subsequently registered. At present, there 

are several attractive Galician varieties 

waiting to be included. 

    

    

    

Name of the cultivarName of the cultivarName of the cultivarName of the cultivar    RefeRefeRefeReferencesrencesrencesrences    

'Albear' Sociedad Española de la Camelia, Camelia, July 2006, p.41  

'Alejandro Mansilla' International Camellia Journal 2005, p.127  

'Cereixa de Tollo' Sociedad Española de la Camelia, Camelia, July 2008, p.33 

'Do Pozo' La Camelia en la colección de la Diputación Provincial de Pontevedra, 2004, p.113 

'Eugenia de Montijo' Sociedad Española de la Camelia, Camelia, July 2006, p.42  

'Filla de Tollo' Sociedad Española de la Camelia, Camelia, July 2008, p.34  

Jaspeada' La Camelia en la colección de la Diputación Provincial de Pontevedra, 2004, p.133 

'Leonor Magariños' International Camellia Journal, 2005, p.127  

'Manchada' La Camelia en la colección de la Diputación Provincial de Pontevedra, 2004 

'Millarenga' La Camelia en la colección de la Diputación Provincial de Pontevedra, 2004, p.151 

'Reboreda' La Camelia en la colección de la Diputación Provincial de Pontevedra, 2004, p.156 

'Sangre de Pichón' La Camelia en la colección de la Diputación Provincial de Pontevedra, 2004, p.158 

'Sangre de Toro' La Camelia en la colección de la Diputación Provincial de Pontevedra, 2004, p.159 

'Torre de Lama Roja' La Camelia en la colección de la Diputación Provincial de Pontevedra, 2004 

Figure 6.Figure 6.Figure 6.Figure 6. Camellia japonica ‘Alejandro 
Mansilla’ 

Figure 7.Figure 7.Figure 7.Figure 7. Camellia japonica ‘Cereixa de Tollo’ 

 

Figure 8.Figure 8.Figure 8.Figure 8. Camellia japonica ‘Millarenga’ 
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